TEACHING   IN   THE   INFANTS'   SCHOOL

he wishes. Generally speaking, this free independent
work, with incidental help from the teacher, is all that
the child under eight requires.

With large classes, limited space and the demands of
other equally interesting and valuable activities, it is
usually impossible to allow this complete freedom. It
is often more convenient, with children of six to eight
years, to have the whole class engaged with drawing and
painting at the same time, and to allow two periods
of forty-five to fifty minutes a week for the lessons. In
these lessons, the choice of subject should, as a rule, be
left to the child.

Children's preferences in drawing show remarkable
consistency. At different ages, we may expect them to
draw the human figure, ships, all kinds of vehicles,
especially those that stand for speed, houses and
gardens, and scenes from daily life representing work
and activity. (See Plate VI.)

Occasionally a class lesson, with the whole class
working upon the same subject, is a great stimulus to
interest and effort, since it affords the teacher the
opportunity of introducing the children to some new
type of work; or of developing a fresh point of view.
Class lessons are especially necessary for the beginnings
of pattern work, for here the children need definite
teaching in order to give them ideas with which to
experiment.

Opportunities for giving children incidental help in
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